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social in such an arrangement taken by itself Indeed,
it is easy to see that it may hold out positr e advantages not
offered by a single u end-on " system of g/adss such as
finds favour all over North Amenca English habit
would not take kindly to such a system in any case
What is open to criticism is the comparative absence
of cross connexions between the different routes, the
virtual exclusion of the great mass of pupils in the senior
schools from any of them, and the fact that certain of
the routes lead more surely and directly than others to
social advancement and positions of authoiity, even
apart from any purely educational supeiioiity that these
more favoured routes may be able to claim We can
hardly continue to contemplate an England where the
mass of the people coming on by one educational path
are to be goveined for the most pait by a minority
advancing along a quite separate and more favoured
path
Nothing quite like this exists in any British Dominion
or in the United States. Indeed, it would be hardly
intelligible in such lands Its continuance is probably
doing more harm to English social unity and to English
relations with the world than many other much more
noticed and openly cuticized influences Yet what an
illustration it is of the English disregard of the ee taken
for granted " that such a phenomenon, so far from being
closely studied as a profoundly important index of
English life and education, is seldom even referred to
in any but highly professional circles'
The immediate problems of co-ordination, re-direction
and re-inspiration which have to be faced can be better
discussed in the wider perspective of the next chapter.
The most urgent of them is that of selection, of determin-
ing at the age, say, of n + who shall proceed to full